SANDY MCKNIGHT

producer/songwriter/musician

Sandy is a 40-year veteran of the music business.  In the 70s, he was an in-demand bassist for live and studio work.  He played with the New York City-based bands Numbers, The Coupons (with future Smithereens drummer Dennis Diken), Spitfire Boys, The Truants, and others.  His dues-paying gigs included 2 years in the seminal “punk-funk” outfit Free and Easy, with future 5-time Downbeat poll-winner, trombonist Ray Anderson.  

By the 1980s, Sandy was working with top-name artists as a session player, while continuing to be a part of successful NYC bands.  Working in the studio with names like Todd Rundgren, Jean-Yves Labatt (M. Frog), and legendary producer Joel Diamond, Sandy learned the ropes in the control room, and soon tried his hand at producing records.  He honed his craft at famed Brooklyn studio Systems Two, and by the end of the decade was adept at producing recordings for all genres and budgets.

In the 90s, Sandy moved to the west coast, and opened Arrow Productions in Hollywood.  There, he recorded diverse acts and up-and-coming singer/songwriters, along with composing music for film and television  soundtracks.  His solo career as an artist also took off in L.A., and he recorded his first solo album, “12XME”, which was released in 1992 to critical acclaim.  It was in L.A. where he met a young singer/songwriter named Liv Cummins, who he developed and signed to his new indie label, 22 Records.

Liv had a meteoric rise to the charts.  Her debut disc, “Some Days”, was recorded at Paul Antonell's The Clubhouse, and featured such top session players as Gary Burke (Joe Jackson, Bob Dylan, Shania Twain), Sara Lee (B-52s, Indigo Girls, Gang of Four), John Platania (Van Morrison, Chip Tayor), Vinnie Martucci, and a vocal duet with legendary folk-pop singer/songwriter Jonathan Edwards.  Her record was an international smash, garnering airplay and rave reviews.  Sandy produced a follow-up for Liv, “...exactly”, which was also well-received.

Sandy continued to write and record his own material as well, and soon was heard regularly on many TV shows and several film soundtracks.  His 2003 release, “In Solitary”, was a production and songwriting tour-de-force.  The ambitious, eclectic CD featured musicians like afro-cuban jazz piano great Oriente Lopez, Argentine-tango violinist Leonardo Suarez-Paz, rock drummer Dennis Diken, and other top players.  Sandy self-produced in a range of styles from latin-tinged jazz pop to British-flavored power pop to atmospheric strings-and-piano arrangements.  “In Solitary” continues to find new fans and is regularly re-discovered on Spotify, iTunes, and other internet sites.

Today, Sandy is touring behind the boxset “How I Changed the World”, a 66-song collection of songs Sandy has written over the last 30+ years.  His bands, the powerpop Sandy McKnight Fiasco and acoustic-based Sandy McKnight Debacle, have been heard of late at The Egg in Albany, NY, The Falcon in Marlboro, NY, Club Helsinki in his hometown of Hudson, NY, and many NYC, L.A. and Boston venues.  In 2011, he traveled to England, France and Holland for a series of “house concerts”.  He continues to produce records at The Clubhouse, Systems Two, and Spirithouse Studios in Northhampton, MA.

Some of the artists Sandy has produced include:

THE TRUANTS

SALLY MATTISON

MICHAEL KISUR

NUMBERS

FREDERIC SLAMA

JONI KLEIN

THE COUPONS

LINDA DARK

DODGING REALITY

VINNIE VELEZ

LIV CUMMINS

MERCY TWIN

ALEXIO

TIM MATHEWS

DANGER GUISE

LISA ASCHMANN

SPITSHINE

JOHN HOLLAND

CHRISTINA DELLEA

HARD KNOX

CARL GUNTHER

LUCIA DEMASI

KAELYN ROCK

CHILDHOOD'S END

DREW JACOBS

STACY LAMB

Some of the musicians Sandy has worked with:

ORIENTE LOPEZ (Afro-Cuba Band)

LINCOLN MAYORGA (L.A. session legend)

VINNIE MARTUCCI  (Rory Block, Artie Traum)

GARY BURKE  (Joe Jackson, Bob Dylan)

MARK MCCARRON  (Dave Rave)

PETER DIBELLA  (Bell Sound)

JOHN PLATANIA  (Van Morrison, Chip Taylor)

JEAN-YVES LABATT  (Utopia)

MICHAEL KISUR  (TV composer)

JIMMY AGNELLO   (For Shakes Sake)

SARA LEE   (B-52s, Indigo Girls)

DENNIS DIKEN   (Smithereens, Bell Sound)

TODD RUNDGREN

JOHN POWHIDA  (The Rudds, The Staziaks)

LEONARDO SUAREZ-PAZ  (Tango violin legend)

CHRIS SILAGYI  (20/20)

MICHAEL PACKARD   (Numbers, Gaucho Gil)

RAY ANDERSON  (5-time Downbeat poll winner)

JONATHAN EDWARDS (“Sunshine”)

TED BAKER  (Steely Dan)

JOHN MILLER  (Madonna, MJ, Ray Charles)

SCOTT MATHEWS (Beach Boys, Steve Miller)

GREG ALPER  (Jazz saxophonist)

THE FABULOUS JOHNNY C  (Rockabilly guitarist)

JOHN HOLLAND  (Peech Boys, Alvin Lee)

and many other great musicians

